
Candidate for Board of Directors 
Term length 3 years 

  

Biographical Sketch 
  
Name: Karen Taubenheim 
  
Years of Grace Membership: 16 years. 
 
16 years at Grace, before that I was a member at Elm Grove Lutheran (5 years) and St. Peter- 
Immanuel (12 years). My family has been uniquely tied to Grace for many years as my 
great-uncle was Pastor Edwin Fahl.  
  
Family (including Grace Lutheran School involvement if applicable): 
 
My husband Tom and I have been married for 22 years, we have three children: Madeline 15, 
William 12, Olivia 9.  Madeline graduated from GLS, and Will and Olivia are current students. 
  
I have served as Grace PTL president and board member for twelve years. I was responsible for 
creating agendas, meeting minutes, calendars, and observed our treasurer who kept detailed 
records of our bank accounts and budget.  While president, I updated our constitution and 
by-laws, and re-wrote our mission statement to include three objectives: To support the school 
staff, to financially support the education of students at Grace, and to provide fellowship 
opportunities for our families like Trunk or Treat, Dining for Grace Events, Bingo nights, etc.  I 
have been director and chairperson for the Grace Classic tournament for nine years.  This role 
requires me to work with the students, 200+ volunteers from our school and church, solicit 
sponsors, donors, and advertisers for our tournament from all over our community.  
 
My role on the PTL has allowed me the opportunity to work on and lead several projects at 
Grace including:  gym wall mats purchase/install, gym floor refinishing, locker room bathroom 
remodel, gym and tunnel hall painting, classroom painting, desk/ table replacement in the 
school, new water fountain purchases.  I have applied for and received grant money on behalf 
of the school from several sources (Thrivent, Waukesha Co., Waste Management, etc.)  
 
I have served on several call committees for teacher vacancies at GLS over the past 8 years.  I 
have also served on two Accreditation committees at GLS, including being a member of the 
steering committee.  In 2017, I was given the task to lead a curriculum review study of every 
subject area in grades 3K-8.  This review included looking at what the school was currently 
using, researching options for replacement, arranging for company rep visits and presentations, 



discussion and analysis with teaching staff, etc.  The five month projects culminated with a 
proposal and presentation to the Grace BOD and staff.  
 
 
Occupation: 
Skill sets that could be beneficial to board involvement: 
I graduated from Concordia Mequon with a degree in Lutheran Education, and was a rostered 
teacher with the LCMS.  I taught middle school and elementary school at Our Redeemer and 
Elm Grove Lutheran.  I currently substitute teach at Grace.  
 
  
  

Church Activities 
  
Current and past involvement: 
I listed most of these in the section above.  In addition, I served on the Board of Trustees for 
several years which met once a month to go over the church/school budget, address items and 
issues that arose and supported the facility manager in maintaining the two properties.  
  
  
Any additional comments you would like to add: 
As I type this, I wonder about what God’s will is for me, the Board of Directors, and Grace 
Lutheran Church. When I was notified that I had been nominated and was asked if I wanted to 
submit this information for consideration, I thought… If it is the Lord’s will that I serve in this role, 
then I will.  
 
 
 
 
 
  
 






